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 This policy complies with the 2014 SEND Code of Practice and is reviewed annually. Please also consult our SEND Information Report for information about SEND provision at Melbourne Junior School.
Introduction:

At Melbourne Junior School we are committed to equality of opportunity, and the provision of the highest standard of education for all our pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Special Educational Needs at Melbourne Junior School are identified in accordance with the categories outlined in the 2014 SEND Code of Practice, and include:

· Communication and Interaction needs
· Cognition and Learning needs 
·  Social, Emotional and Mental health needs
· Sensory and Physical needs

Policy Aims:

· To create a fully inclusive environment where the educational needs of every child are met to the highest possible standard.
· To ensure that barriers to learning are removed for all our pupils, regardless of need, back ground, ethnicity, religion or gender.
· To ensure that special educational needs are identified as early as possible.
· To work with parents, young people, agencies and professionals to secure the best possible outcomes for all our pupils, including those with identified SEND. 
· To provide full access to a broad and balanced curriculum for all our children, and ensure that every effort is made to promote inclusion and participation in all school activities.
· To ensure that all staff and stakeholders understand their responsibility in supporting all children, including those with an identified SEND. 

Responsibility for SEND:

The school Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENCO) is Danielle Martin.  It is her responsibility to ensure that all members of school staff work to identify and support children with SEND.   

Class teachers remain responsible for assessment, identification and teaching of all pupils with a Special Educational Need or Disability in their class, and will be supported in doing so by the SENDCO and Head Teacher.  

We believe that sharing of information is essential in order to ensure the correct provision for all our children.  As such, we share appropriate information about young people with SEND, with all school teaching and support staff.

 The SEND governor is Jackie Edwards; she, along with the governing body, is responsible for   monitoring the provision for children with SEND at Melbourne Junior School.

Identification of SEND:
Some children will arrive at Melbourne Junior School with a Special Educational Need or disability already identified or diagnosed.  For others, the presence of a significant barrier to learning may become apparent as they grow and develop.  Class teachers may identify the presence of a significant barrier to learning as a result of poor academic progress despite targeted intervention, specific behaviours, or through concerns raised by parents. The SENCO will work with class teachers to respond to concerns raised as quickly as possible. The SENCO and class teacher may use nationally recognised tests to track and monitor progress in certain areas, to help determine the nature of a child’s need.  If required, the SENCO will seek input from other agencies and professionals to either seek a diagnosis of a specific need, or to seek advice on the best way to support the young person in school.  
 
Support and provision for children with a Special Educational Need or Disability:
At Melbourne Junior School we aim to support all children with SEND in the mainstream classroom, providing that this is safe and practical.  We believe that all children should have equal access to ‘quality first teaching’ and a broad and balanced curriculum.  We recognise that some children may require educational provision that is ‘different from and in addition to that of their peers.’ We also recognise that children and their families may have different aspirations and priorities.  Additional support for children with an identified SEND may vary greatly, depending on the level of need. We aim to meet a child’s individual needs as closely as possible.

Additional provision may take the form of:
· Equipment for use in the classroom to support a child’s learning.
· Different teaching strategies employed by the class teacher to support a child’s learning styles, behavior or needs.
· Support from an additional adult in the classroom to enable a child or group of children to access the curriculum with their peers.
· Intervention programmes that are designed to support a specific learning or physical need.
· Small group or individual intervention designed to meet a child’s emotional or mental health needs.
· An application for additional funding in order to better support a child in school.  This may be an application for an EHCP (Education and Health Care Plan) or for support obtained through the Inclusion Panel.
· Specialist Teacher support sessions provided through the Derbyshire SSSEN Service either as part of an EHCP or as a result of a successful referral to the service.
· A Pupil Passport, behaviour plan or learning plan which plan and document individual targets or specialist provision for a child.

Assessment and monitoring:
All pupils at Melbourne Junior School are assessed by their class teacher on a regular basis.  Please see our Assessment Policy for more details.  The progress and needs of all pupils, including those with SEND, are discussed at termly Pupil Progress meetings with the class teacher, SENCO and Head Teacher.  The school maintains a SEND register, so that the needs of pupils with SEND remain a high priority for all staff members, and provision put in place to meet a child’s needs can be monitored and evaluated.

Parental involvement and Pupil Voice:
Every effort will be made to listen carefully to the views and concerns of parents and children. We understand that parents often identify a barrier to learning in their own child before concerns are raised at school. We also recognise that children are able to identify when their needs differ from those of their peers, and that this can cause anxiety. 
Parents will be consulted if a child is placed on the school’s ‘Special Needs Register’.  Where additional plans are put in place to meet a child’s needs, these will be discussed with parents.  Where the support of other agencies or professionals is sought, parents will be involved fully in that process.  If a child is in receipt of an EHCP, an annual review will be held with parents, children and professionals to celebrate progress and discuss future plans for the child.
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